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How to instill true musical understanding
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Audiation is the power to hear and understand music whether the

sound,

Calendar
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itself, is present. When one listens to, performs, composes or improvises music, the level of musical meaning brought to the music depends on one's ability to audiate. In this workshop, we will discuss the preaudiational stages of
music development. Once children learn to audiate how do they develop, expand, and strengthen this ability?

For the past 10 years, Dr. Eric Rasmussen has served as chair of the
Early Childhood Music Department at the Peabody Preparatory Department of
Johns Hopkins University where he teaches a specialized music curriculum for
babies through 9-year-old children. He received Peabody's Excellence in
Teaching Award in 2008. Dr. Rasmussen is also the Musical Foundations
Teacher for the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s outreach program called
OrchKids, a program for prekindergarten through fourth grade children. Orchkids is based in part on the El Sistema orchestra program for young children in Venezuela which counts among its graduates Los Angeles Philhar-
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monic Music Director, Gustavo Dudamel. Since 1996, Dr. Rasmussen has

Ct., McLean,

spent thousands of hours observing, coaching, and training public school mu-

Va. 22102. Listing is good

sic teachers. During this time, he also taught in several city schools, rede-

for one year; please keep

signed a portion of Baltimore’s music curriculum, and led music education

track of your renewal

workshops on many topics in major metropolitan school systems throughout
the northeast.

date. Questions? Contact
Peggy.McNulty@verizon.net
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President’s Message
I’m sure that many of you have been avidly following the recent discourse on the state of education in this country. Finally, it seems as though education may be front and center in the thoughts and
actions of both political parties. Some positive changes may even start to take place. I think we agree
that little is more important than how we, as a nation, improve the education system in this country and
the opportunities that it affords our children.
There’s no denying that many of NVMTA’s 400-plus members are first-rate teachers; that’s evident in the high quality playing that one routinely hears at our competitions and festivals. However,
even the greatest teachers improve as they continuously re-evaluate their teaching methods. Consequently, I challenge each of us to seize this unique learning opportunity, while education is at the forefront of everyone’s mind, to see how we can be even better teachers for our students. Never mind that
many of them will not go on to make a career in music—that’s not the issue. What is at issue is that
each student, no matter the subject matter, receives the highest quality education that we are able to
give them. If we can do that, then we have done our job.

Jim Litzelman, President

Websites for Teachers: Whose is whose?

With all the URLs (Uniform Resource Locators) we see every day on the Internet, it’s no wonder that
we sometimes confuse the sites that are most dear to us. You are currently on NVMTA’s site,
www.nvmta.org. In addition to this newsletter it includes our Membership Directory (currently under
Contacts), the Event Descriptions and Applications you will need to enter students in NVMTA activities, and much more. Note that the Spring Festival has its own website www.novaspfestival.org/ linked
to www.nvmta.org on the Events page.
On www.nvmta.org the Find a Teacher button lists teachers who are currently accepting students
and who have sent $35 per year to Peggy McNulty, the manager of our Teacher Referral Service. Click
that button for more information about getting listed. We hope lots of people in our broader teacherseeking audience also click there!
Virginia Music Teachers Association (VMTA) is our state affiliate, www.music-usa.org/vmta. You
will see this address on broadcast emails alerting you about the VMTA Fall Conference, for example, or
that a new edition of the NVMTA newsletter is online. Only the state site, at this point, has the capability
to send out such helpful emails at the direction of an officer. The VMTA site also has a Find a Teacher
button that lists all the teachers in the state by teaching area and zip code. If the information shown
about you is not accurate, you may update it yourself by clicking on the Member Area on the left sidebar and editing your data. If you have forgotten your password, click on Help or send a message to Webmaster John Winsor JohnWinsor@cox.net.
The Music Teachers National Association (www.mtna.org) is our national affiliate. Among the
many helpful resources they provide is a button called Choosing a Teacher. It routes you to an article
for prospective students about finding the right teacher. It also has a directory of Certified Teachers by
area and zip code. To be listed here, you must be a nationally certified teacher (see our local certification
chair Diane Perett for more information about that).
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NVMTA’s Website Redesign
NVMTA, like many non-profit organizations, has found a great way to save a lot of money! Publish information on the website, rather than printing and mailing it the old-fashioned way. It’s great for our
budget, but perplexing and time-consuming for those responsible for implementing this massive
change. Since summer and probably through the end of 2010, President Jim Litzelman, Vice-Presidents
Ken Lee and Amy Rothstein and Web Liaison Martha Smith are working with Webmaster Yanek Korff on
a complete redesign of our website.
Areas that will remain the same: Calendar, Event Descriptions and Applications, Find a Teacher,
Join NVMTA, Newsletters (current and archived), Professional Development and Support Services, ByLaws and Contracts
Major improvements to expect:
The Membership Directory, now available as a printable document under Contacts, will be displayed
alphabetically in a scroll, rather than on pages. Buttons at the top for each letter of the alphabet
will speed your search. Each member’s name, address, phone number, email address and website
address will be viewable. The current button for Members’ Sites will no longer be necessary. Those
who prefer to have a handy print-out will still be available to download a traditionally formatted
directory.
The ―front page‖ (splash page in web lingo) and ―who we are‖ will be combined into more professional
and sophisticated displays of photos and updated descriptions of our activities and accomplishments. We want viewers to sense our pride and professionalism from their first glimpse.
Usability by members and ease of updating will be facilitated by behind-the-scenes technical adjustments unavailable when our website was launched ten years ago.
NVMTA is investing some of its budget surplus from printing and mailing savings into an expressive medium for a 21st century organization with a 60-year tradition of excellence. If you have suggestions or
ideas for the site, please contact Martha Smith at 703.243.9164 or Martha.smith@comcast.net.

MusicLink goal to reach 5000 StudentsT
The MusicLink Foundation is starting a new initiative to reach 5000

students nationwide by the end of 2012 to acknowledge the 20th anniversary of the MusicLink program. Our website counter shows we
have reached 3945 students, with numbers growing day by day. Are you currently teaching a student at
half or less than your usual rate just because she’s so good and you don’t want to lose her? Then you
already qualify for significant discounts on music and metronomes, summer camp scholarships for your
MusicLink student and recognition of your valuable volunteer work. We invite you to register now at
http://www.musiclinkfoundation.org.

Spring Festival Information Session
Teachers new to the Federation Spring Festival should plan to attend an information
session given by the event chair from 10:00am to noon on Friday, October 22nd. The
session will be held at the home of Amy Rothstein, 6834 Lemon Rd., McLean, Va. 22101.
Please RSVP Amy by calling her at 703.827.9513 or by sending her an e-mail at
amyrsr@gmail.com.
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John Healey with the Novella Chamber Players
NVMTA Past President John Healey and the Novella Chamber Players will present a program
at Georgetown University’s McNeir Auditorium on Friday, November 5, 2010 at 1:15 p.m.
The program includes works by Astor Piazzolla and Rebecca Clarke, and celebrates the 200 th
anniversary of Robert Schumann’s birth with a performance of his Piano Quartet. The concert
is part of Georgetown’s Friday Music Series, and admission is free.

Tim Fain Violin Concert and Masterclass
Tim Fain, virtuoso violinist and master teacher, joins the Fairfax Symphony in a
concert at the Center for the Arts at the George Mason University on Saturday,
November 20, 2010 at 8:00pm. Mr. Fain will perform the Violin Concerto by John
Adams. Students in grades K-12 are eligible for the FSO Student Passport Club and $5
tickets. Discount tickets are available for accompanying parents. For further information contact the Fairfax Symphony at 703.563.1990 or www.fairfaxsymphony.org.
The day before the concert The Virginia String Teachers Association (VASTA), the Fairfax Symphony and Potter Violin presents Mr. Fain in a masterclass on November 19,
2010 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at Providence Presbyterian Church, 9019 Little River
Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031. For details contact Helen Fall at vaviola@gmail.com,
703.772.5212 or www.vastaweb.org.

FRIDAY MORNING MUSIC CLUB HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION FOR STRINGS
The FMMC High School Competition for Strings, in memory of Gus Johansen, will be held Monday, November 1, 2010 from 11:30 – 4:30PM at the Sumner School and Museum, 1201 17th Street, Washington,
DC. Application deadline is October 19, 2010.
First prizewinner will participate in a recital at Strathmore Hall on Friday, November 26, 2010. Other prize
winners will have an opportunity to perform in FMMC student recitals, as well as chamber music and orchestral concerts, throughout the year.

Applications, Contemporary Music Suggestions and 2010 Judges

will be posted on the FMMC website, www.FMMC.org, under Student Competitions.
For information please contact Suzanne Richardson at 202.450.4321 or suzanne.richardson0@gmail.com

For those members who were unable to attend the wonderful September workshop presented by Ted
Cooper, Foxes Music is offering a 25% discount on all of Mr. Cooper’s publications through the month of
October. These fourteen books published by Alfred and Carl Fischer contain Ted Cooper’s original solo and
duet compositions. They were created by a thoughtful musician who is dedicated to the very best in a
child’s musical growth and technical development.
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PianoFest at Virginia Commonwealth University
The VCU Music Department’s fourth annual PianoFest takes place on Saturday,
October 23, 2010 from 10:30am to 6:00pm. This day-long event showcases young talent and explores the piano repertoire of Robert Schumann, whose bicentennial this year is celebrated around the
globe. Students and faculty perform in two concerts and a Schumann competition. At 8:00pm that same
evening, world-famous pianist and author Charles Rosen, in collaboration with the tenor Christoph
Genz, will perform an all-Schumann program, including the complete song cycle Dichterliebe.

Charles Rosen, pianist, left
Christoph Genz, tenor, right

Fall Conference: The Year of Collaborative Music
In order to promote ensemble-playing opportunities for musicians of all ages and skill
levels, the Music Teachers National Association has chosen 2010 to be the Year of
Collaborative Music. The Virginia and West Virginia Music Teachers Associations
invite you to celebrate ensemble music making at their collaborative Fall conference
at James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, November 11-14, 2010. The
conference includes performances by Virginia and West Virginia artists as well as a
concert by Steinway Artist, Barbara Nissman. Find a complete conference schedule
and registration form at http://www.music-usa.org/vmta/.

Washington Post Seeks Music Stories
Kevin Sieff, education reporter for the Washington Post newspaper, writes about Virginia schools. He is
interested in stories about the various issues that affect music performance and instruction in our area:
budget cuts, demographics, immigration, the changing face of an existing program, or the importance
of music education. Education reporting is also about students so he’d also like to hear compelling stories about area music students. Please contact him at sieffk@washpost.com or 202.334.9479.
Advertise Your Business in the Newsletter: Would you like to advertise your music studio or music
related business in the NVMTA newsletter? Please contact Bettye Cooley at bcooley.music@gmail.com
for additional information.

Find a Teacher fees make $2000 per year for NVMTA!
Go Ahead—Advertise Your Business and support your organization
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Elected Offices for 2011-2013.
The NVMTA Nominating Committee, Julie Slingerland, Nancy Breth and Sheila Epstein, request that you
contact any one of them to nominate an NVMTA member for one of the organization’s elected offices.

Ronit Seter

Leticia Law
Computer Consultant

Piano, Theory

703.506.6896 — lalaw@bernot.us

Children and Adult lessons, Historical Musicology

Web Design, Software Installation,
Troubleshooting, and Repair
Reasonable Rates and In-Home Service

Member Information
All NVMTA members should check their listings on
the VMTA website to make sure all information
there is up to date. The e-mail list for the newsletter is generated from the VMTA website, which is
not always current. To access your listing:
1. Go to http//www.music-usa.org/vmta/
2. Select "Member Area" from the main menu
3. Select your name from the dropdown list.
4. Enter your password and then click on the "Go"
button
If you don't remember having a password or
have forgotten it, contact the VMTA webmaster,
John Winsor at <j-winsor@cox.net>. He will not
have your password because it is encripted, but he
should be able to tell you how to access it or create
a new one.

rseter@mindspring.com
703.277.1001

Fairfax City

20 years of teaching experience
Ph.D. in Musicology
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PIANO TUNING AND REPAIR
Frank Cahill
703.239.2754

Distinguished Piano Teaching

Vasilios Boobas
Noted Concert Pianist & Teacher
Piano - All Levels/Ages
Advanced Coaching & Competition Preparation
Student of Mieczyslaw Munz, Peabody Conservatory;
Robert Goldsand, Manhattan School of Music;
& Erno Balogh
703.256.0666 in Annandale, Virginia

Deadline for the Nov/Dec 2010
online News is November 15.
Please send items by email to
laurapianostudio@gmail.com

Northern Virginia Music
Teachers Association
Musical Excellence since 1950

CALENDAR
OCTOBER
25 Mon

POSTMARK DEADLINE: Jan 19 General Recitals

27 Wed

Regular Meeting, WCA, 9:45am, Program 10:30am

NOVEMBER
2 Mon

POSTMARK DEADLINE: Nov. 11 General Recital

6 Sat

Fall Festival (VMTA), Cherrydale Methodist Church, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

7 Sat

General Recitals, WCA, 2:30pm & 345pm
Young Artists Musicale, GMU, 6:00pm

11-14 Thu-Sun

VMTA Fall Conference, James Madison University, Harrisonburg

11 Wed

Veterans Day

15 Sun

General Recitals, WCA, 2:30pm & 3:45pm; Newsletter deadline

20 Sat

Skills Day: Single-Line Instruments (VMTA), St. Tomas à Becket Catholic Church

25 Thu

Thanksgiving

30 Mon

POSTMARK DEADLINE: Dec. 12 Judged Recital

DECEMBER
1 Tue

Regular Meeting, WCA, 9:45 am; Program 10:30 am

3 Fri

POSTMARK DEADLINES: Piano Concerto Competition

6 Mon

POSTMARK DEADLINE: String Concerto Competition

12 Sun

Judged Recitals, WCA, 2:00, 3:15, & 4:30 pm

15 Wed

POSTMARK DEADLINE: Voice Achievement Awards
Spring Festival Registration Closes

17 Fri

POSTMARK DEADLINE: Woodwind Concerto Competition

25 Fri

Christmas Day

28 Tue

POSTMARK DEADLINE: Jan. 16 Judged Recitals & Repertoire submission for Honors
Recital

